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Fort Monmouth’s 90th Anniversary:

Radar and Its Applications
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Radar and Its Applications (1962) traces the history of radar back to its development during the 1930s. The film mentions important work done at Fort Monmouth, as well as foreign collaboration and partnerships with academia. Watch radar in action from its “first spectacular operational test” during the Battle of Britain, to its successful detection of the incoming Japanese planes at Pearl Harbor, and as all of its “myriad applications” unfolded throughout the 1950s and 1960s. 
The recent conversion of this 16mm film, which allows its appreciation today, was particularly timely. August marks the 50th anniversary of COL William Blair’s receipt of “a fundamental and basic patent for radar,” as the Department of Defense news release called it. The release reveals that the pulse-echo method of direction finding and ranging was conceived prior to 1930 by COL Blair and was developed during the 1930s at the Signal Corps Laboratories, here. By early 1937, a complete workable radar set was demonstrated here for the Secretary of War and members of Congress. Plans for this set were turned over to manufacturers to build radar equipment for the U.S. Army. Due to the high degree of secrecy surrounding the development of radar, a patent application was not filed by the Army Signal Corps until June 1945. The U.S. Patent Office deliberated for over 12 years before awarding COL Blair the patent. 
Want to know more? See the 31 August edition of the Monmouth Message newspaper. 

Knowledge Center users click here to view this film:
https://www.kc.us.army.mil/videos.nsf/datenew/174E0799D268DDEC85257344006B030E?OpenDocument
All others please contact the Historical Office. 

Read more about Fort Monmouth history during this, our 90th year, at http://www.monmouth.army.mil/historian/.  



















