1 July 2003

Battery Incident Response and Reporting Requirements 

Here are the requirements that must be followed by the field and CECOM when battery incidents occur. 

· When a lithium battery vents, please follow these precautions:

· Battery ventings are usually signaled by a hissing or popping sound, most likely followed by a strong odor.  When these warning signs occur: 

· Do Not bring your face closer to the source of the sound/odor to investigate!  Get away from the battery immediately and allow at least 10 minutes for the air around the battery to clear.  If the odor remains strong, wait another 10 minutes or until the odor clears.

· Report the event up the chain of command as soon as possible.

· If you are exposed to any discharged solids, liquids or mists, flush immediately with water.

· If you or anyone nearby is wearing contact lenses, you risk eye damage from acid burns whenever a lithium sulfur dioxide battery vents.  If you can smell a sulfurous odor, chances are your eyes have been exposed.  Get the lenses out A.S.A.P.!  Flush your eyes with water immediately.

· If you experience a battery venting and detect any strong or acrid odors, seek medical attention, even if you don’t notice any symptoms. 

· Battery incidents causing equipment damage or injury must be immediately reported to CECOM DS or Power Sources Team (PST). 

· Normal, mild ventings in which battery bulges or warps during complete discharge process, need not be reported. If reported it will be followed up with a response from CECOM. 

· Reports of all ventings will be investigated and answered. 

· Recommend that reports be made via telephone to expedite communication. The field may report incidents by phone, facsimile, or by email. 

· Person providing report must indicate: 

· Name of person reporting incident. 

· Phone number where person reporting incident can be reached. 

· Organization reporting incident. 

· Organization in which incident occurred. 

· Location of incident. 

· Battery type. 

· Battery NSN. 

· Battery contract number and date code. 

· Battery manufacturer. 

· Condition of incident including storage, shipping/handling, use in equipment, storage, test, charging, or disposal processing. 

· Seriousness. Was the incident violent? Were there any injuries? How severe? Was there any equipment damage? 

· Person reporting incident will usually be required to submit a PQDR, Standard Form SF 368 to CECOM.  The CECOM PST or DS will provide instructions and requirements.   PQDRs can be submitted on line at http://aeps.ria.army.mil/aepspublic.cfm.  A user name and password are required.  If you need help with this, talk to your Logistics Assistance Representative.  As an alternative, a blank SF 368 is included on this web page (see below).

· CECOM PST will determine if battery and/or equipment must be returned to CECOM for evaluation. 

· Any actions required will be determined and coordinated within CECOM. 

· Users will be notified of any procedural changes or equipment modifications via the Army Ground Safety Notification System (GPM). 

· The incident will be logged into the DS accident-tracking database.

· Points of Contact for battery incidents:

· DS: Philip Klimek, P.E., Safety Engineer, (732) 532-0084 x6437, or DSN 992-0084 x6437, and e-mail address Philip.D.Klimek@us.army.mil or David Kiernan, Safety Engineer, (732) 532-0084 x6447, or DSN 992-0084 x6447, and e-mail address David.Kiernan@us.army.mil.  Fax number for either is (732) 532-6403 or DSN 992-6403.

· PST: Patrick Lyman, QA Specialist, (732) 532-8824 or DSN 992-8824, and e-mail address Patrick.Lyman@us.army.mil.  Fax number (732) 532-8465 or DSN 992-8465.
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